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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 1433, THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOUSE
VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 2007

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, the Rules Committee intends
to meet this week to grant a rule
which may structure the amendment
process for floor consideration of H.R.
1433, the District of Columbia House
Voting Rights Act of 2007.

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 55 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the
Rules Committee in H-312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, March 21.

Amendments should be drafted to the
bill as introduced. A copy of that bill is
posted on the Web site of the Rules
Committee. Amendments should be
drafted by Legislative Counsel and also
should be reviewed by the Office of the
Parliamentarian to be sure that the
amendments comply with the rules of
the House. Members are also strongly
encouraged to submit their amend-
ments to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice for analysis regarding possible
PAYGO violations.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1227, GULF COAST HURRI-
CANE HOUSING RECOVERY ACT
OF 2007

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 254 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 254

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1227) to assist
in the provision of affordable housing to low-
income families affected by Hurricane
Katrina. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Financial Services. After general debate
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the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. The amendment
in the nature of a substitute recommended
by the Committee on Financial Services now
printed in the bill, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part A of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, shall be considered as adopted in the
House and in the Committee of the Whole.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
the original bill for the purpose of further
amendment under the five-minute rule and
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. Notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no further amend-
ment to the bill, as amended, shall be in
order except those printed in part B of the
report of the Committee on Rules. Each fur-
ther amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such further amend-
ments are waived except those arising under
clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill,
as amended, to the House with such further
amendments as may have been adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 1227 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to a time designated
by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART). All time yield-
ed during consideration of the rule is
for debate only.

I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent
that all Members be given 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks on House Resolution 254.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, House Resolution 254 provides
for the consideration of H.R. 1227, the
Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recov-
ery Act of 2007, under a structured rule.

The rule provides 60 minutes of gen-
eral debate, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Financial Services, and the rule waives
all points of order against consider-
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ation of the bill except clauses 9 and 10
of rule XXI.

The rule provides that the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services now printed in the
bill, modified by the amendment print-
ed in part A of the Rules Committee re-
port, shall be considered as adopted.

The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as an original bill for the purpose
of amendment and shall be considered
as read. The rule waives all points of
order to provisions of the bill, as
amended.

The rule makes in order seven
amendments printed in part B of the
Rules Committee report. Each amend-
ment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report and by the Mem-
ber designated in the report. The
amendments are considered as read,
are debatable for the time specified,
are not subject to amendment and are
not divisible. All points of order
against the amendments except, again,
those in clauses 9 and 10 of rule XXI are
waived.

Finally, the rule does provide one
motion to recommit with or without
instructions.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
the rule which makes in order nearly
all of the amendments that were
brought to the Rules Committee. Even
though many on our side had concerns
about the intent and effect of certain
provisions in the amendments, the
Rules Committee, with the rec-
ommendation of the Chair of the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, voted to
allow the House to debate the amend-
ments and let the votes fall as they
may.

Besides the manager’s amendment,
the rule makes in order more Repub-
lican amendments, actually, than
Democratic ones, four Republican and
three Democratic amendments. The
few amendments that were not made in
order by the rule were either with-
drawn, determined to be nongermane,
or had already been voted on earlier by
the House.

The rule also provides extensive time
for debate on each amendment so that
the House can have a very vigorous dis-
cussion on each of them. Under this
rule, each of the amendments is debat-
able for 20 minutes. Two of the amend-
ments are debatable for an hour each.

Chairman FRANK came before our
committee and testified that we should
allow considerable time to debate each
of these amendments on their merits
and allow the views of all Members to
be heard, even if that meant that we
have to work late into the evening.

The Rules Committee agreed with
the chairman, and I am pleased to
bring forth this very even-handed rule.

Madam Speaker, as you know, Hurri-
cane Katrina made landfall on August
25, 2005, followed by Hurricane Rita on
September 24 and Hurricane Wilma on
October 24, 2005, causing extraor-
dinarily heavy loss of life and disloca-
tion of thousands of families. Hurri-
cane Katrina alone devastated 90,000
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